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Officially back in business

~ Although the St Marys Community Health Centre

has been operating as a 24 hour hospital since No-
vember last year, the Premier Mr Jim Bacon and
Health Minister Mrs Judy Jackson made it all of-
ficial last Wednesday 6th February.

The water feature on the front lawn with the
group of bronze sculptured Native Hens was of
much interest to the crowd that were gathered for
the opening. The superb work of the bronze birds
was done by renown sculptor Stephen Walker.
Much credit must be given to Centre Manager
Patsy Burgess and her Staff for the smooth run-

) ning of the Centre since it has become a full time

nursing facility, and given time for the completion
of works and maintenance around the surrounds
of the Centre to be completed, it will be a facility
for the community to be very proud to have in the

Valley.

THE VALLEY & EAST COAST VOICE

Thursday 14 February 2002

Festival and Celebrations
Celebrations will taking place along the coast be-
tween 16th February to 10th March for the France
to Freycinet Festival. Events in Bicheno 2nd
March, Coles Bay 3rd March and St Helens 9th &
10th March.

There will be Music, Drama, Art, Stalls, Re-
enactments, Food & Wine, Historical Exhibitions
and lots more to celebrate the Baudin Bicentenary
on Tasmania’s East Coast.

For more information: St Helens History Room
6376 1744 or www.fromfrancetofreycinet.com.au

INTOWORK

Recruitment and Training
Providing Job and Career Options
for
People with a Disability
A representative will be available
one day per fortnight commencing
Monday 18th February 2002
Please ring Tim on 03 6334 4983
or 0419 890 005

to make an appointment.

50 cents

Streetscape loses history

About one hundred years of history was lost when
the old St Marys Electrical Store and adjacent
building in Main Street St Marys was burnt down
in the early hours of Monday morning.

Although the building had attracted much bad
publicity and criticism over the years, the gaping
hole it leaves in the streetscape, especially in the
entrance to the town is perhaps even more un-
sightly.

The building, believed to have been built in the
early 1900’s, was used for coach building as indi-
cated by the unusually high roof line. Fine old
timbers, old timber mantelpieces and stained
glass windows which could have been salvaged
have all been destroyed. The only hope is that the
gaping hole can be filled with buildings in keep-
ing with the history of the town.

Australia Day Award winners
There was a good attendance at the Break O’Day
Australia Day Awards presentation held at the
Scamander Sports Complex on Australia Day .
Break O’Day Mayor Stephen Salter presented the
Citizen Award to Mr Denis Burr of St Helens and
St Marys Race Day as the Community Event
Award. Mayor Salter spoke of the contribution
made by the many groups and individuals nomi-
nated.

In the absence of a Junior Citizen of the Year
nomination, Council recognised Haley Gilbert for
winning the Community Service category and
Jennifer Binns who was a finalist in the Regional
Initiative category in the Young Achiever of the
Year 2001 Awards.

SERVICE STATION

37 Main St. St Marys 7215 ABN 79 232 153 351

Ph 03 63722735 AH 03 63722233 -
Trading hours
Monday to Friday: 8 am to 6 pm
Saturday: 8.30 am to 12 noon
Rostered Sundays: 9 am to S pm




Items for Sale

Puppy born on December 2 last year, wormed,
good markings. $10. Phone 6372 2515

Landcruiser parts:

2 diff centres

End housing transfer case with cogs.
$700 the lot. 0419 703 864

Kawasaki KV10 Trail bike, mechanically Al
$220. 3 Bumner electronic ignition gas BBQ
$100. Phone 6372 5464

1970 Holden car, many new parts, to drive or
wreck. Phone 0408 596 152

Large timber cot. $45. Phone 6372 2337

o ok e ok

Lost Gold wrist watch with gold chain, M.O. en-
graved on back of watch. If found please return to
11 Groom St. St Marys or phone 6372 2540.

$20 reward.

Reward offered for return, or information
leading to return of a chrome BMX bike taken
from 14 Clive Street St Marys.
Phone Jenny Payne 6372 2514

Board wanted

Mature non smoking female requires board, pref-
erably in the St Marys area, $50.

Contact Carol C/- St Marys Community Health
Centre 6372 2111

Why so long ?

Why does it take so long for special event signs to
be taken down after the event has been long
gone ? One set of hand written signs are still up,
now six weeks after the event and one of these
signs only a few metres from one of the main
commuittee persons home !

_EASTfCOAST_SU RVEYING

B Buymg aproperty 7 i

Planmng a develOpment ¥ SR PR REE
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% In dlspute wn:h an adjmmng owner ?

ST MARYS HEALTH &
BEAUTY CENTRE

42 Main Road St Marys Tasmania
Phone 03 6372 2172

% price Australis Lip / Eye Pencils now $3 ea
V2 price Australis Mascara now $4.25 ea
Australis Body Sprays now $2 ea

A basket of discontinued -
Australis Lipsticks and Nail Polish only $2
(a great saving, were up to $7.95!)

New Edition of Nature & Health $6.95
Some topics of interest -

Natural Antibiotics

Forget dieting

Pesticides-what you need to know

Blackmores vitamins now restocked-all your §,
favourites and more.

Back to school specials from Blackmores Fruity Bits:
Apricot 6 packs per box now only $3.45, great for [
the lunch box treat

Some 74 price vitamins on the counter

Valley M usic F esttval
Weekend

I have just returned from a wonderful weekend at
the Valley Music Festival. So where were you
this weekend, people of the valley and the hills ?
Fantastic music, mostly home grown Tassy mu-
s0s, some from interstate and overseas. Music for
all tastes, a great mix from Folk to Rock to Jazz to
African to Latin and music that has yet to be
named. And the people did dance !

A great drum and dance workshop and games for
the kids. The food was tasty and plentiful and the
bar was open and great coffee to go. Have you
been to Fawlty Towers, what a well kept secret, as
the venue for the festival it is comfortable, well
catered for and quite beautiful, situated on the Esk
River with the stunning hills as a back drop. All
the proceeds went to the Dooloomai Youth Pro-
ject. Thanks to Dooloomai Festival Committee,
Doug Kelly, Fawlty Towers and all those who
sponsored this great weekend.

So next year people, don’t miss it !

Cathy Folios St Marys



_COMMUNITY NOTICES

Craft days commence at Uniting Church St
Marys, Monday 18th February at 1 pm. Bring
your needles for sewing, knitting or any craft.

Grassy Bottom Regional Arts AGM
Tuesday 26th February 5 pm at Todd’s Hall Café
All welcome

Tasmania Lymphoedema Centre Inc meetings
are held on the first Tuesday of the month at
10.30 am at the St Marys Community Health
Centre. Members of the community welcome to
attend.

Would like your dog walked ?
‘Want your lawns mowed ?
~ Well, just phone Beny amin.
16372 2514 or 0409 407 692

Special Thanks

Would everyone who gave us support through
cards, phone calls and personal visits following
the sad loss of a much loved brother and brother
in law, accept this as our personal thanks and
gratitude. Special thanks to Mr Kevin Faulkner.

E{eather, Mut & Pat,

Contacts for Valley Voice
Ron 6372 2105 Audrey 6372 2337
Fax: 6372 2172 or leave written material with
Kathryn St Marys Health and Beauty Centre
or post: C/- Post Office St Marys Tas 7215

{REDLINE COACH deliver this paper.
Statewide passenger & parcel service.

Ph 6372 2142
Valley Voice Advertising Rates:
Classifieds free. Small ad - $6. Y page - $15.

1, page - $25.  Full page - $40

]

g, | Appointment days with

J) Mavor & General Manager

Mayor Stephen Salter and General Manager
David Morcom, will be visiting townships
throughout Break O’Day to meet with ratepayers.
This'is an opportunity to raise any issues that you
would like to discuss with Council.

St Marys

Appointments are available in St Marys on Friday
22nd February between 9 am and 12 noon at the
St Marys Community Hall.

Scamander

Appointments are available in Scamander on Fri-
day 22nd February between 1.30 pm and 4.30 pm
at the Scamander Sports Complex.

For further information, or to make an appoint-
ment, contact Marissa at Break O’Day Council on
6376 1281

Why is it that doctors call what they do,
a ‘practice’ ?

Visiting St Marys alternate
TUESDAYS Sam - 10am
44 Main St, St Marys
Accepting instruction in all legal matters.
Appointments may be made at St Marys Health
& Beauty Centre 6372 2172
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Fast Coast Class
Falmouth 6372 5361
Glass repairs Locally owned and

Security doors
Shower screens
Wardrobe doors
Double glazing

Aluminium windows

servicing the East Coast
for over 10 years. Call
David and Anne| |

Cannon for prompt and i
reliable service. :
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Community radio station
Break O’Day FM  will commence test

transmission on Tuesday 19th February 2002, as a
weeks notice is required as per broadcasting regu-
lations, the official notifications (albeit as an arti-
cle to save costs) have been placed in The Exam-
iner Around the Region on Tuesday 12th Febru-
ary 2002,

Tests will be held during the hours of 9 and 5,
Tuesday 19th February to the 26th February.

Due to the mountainous terrain of our area, two
transmitters are necessary, one on South Sister
and the other on Mt Flagstaff. Volunteer staff
have been working long and difficult hours to in-
stalf all the high-tech equipment, and as you read
this, adjustments are being made to aerials and
signal receivers/senders.

The Studios are at Shop 1, 9 Pendrigh Place St
Helens and Manager Sam Anglesey and his vol-
unteer staff are preparing for the Big Day!

Full time broadcasting shall commence soon after
the cessation of testing and will be 24 hours a day,
7 days per week.

For listeners in St Marys, Fingal, Scamander and
Beaumaris, tune in to 100.3

St Helens and Pyengana residents tune in 1o 93.7

The Manager and Management Committee would
love to hear you constructive comments, so please
feel free to telephone Break O’Day FM Studios at
6376 1306 or call in at Pemdrigh Place St Helens.

Don Ives Chairman BOD FM commitiee.

STMARYS DATA & COMMUNICATIONS and
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

STEVE McARDLE LIC # C10478

Domestic, Rural & Commercial Repairs & Installations
AUSTEL Licenced voice & data cabling,
Security systems Builder of quality PC’S

NETWORKS MODEMS
PRINTERS DIGITAL CAMERAS
New systems built to order
Second hand systems from $350

Check our new webh site: www.datcom.net.au
Lower Germantown Rd Ph 6372 2670
Email: s.mcardle@datcom.net.au
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ST MARYS SUPERMARKET
38 Main Road St Marys
Mark Kate John Roseanne
Mon- Fri. 8am - 6pm  Sat: 8am - 12 noon

Ph/Fax 6372 2240 Butcher Ph. 6372 2274

ATM [ EFTPOS available
Weekly Specials [ Home Deliveries

In house bakery

In house butchers - weekly specials
Fresh fruit and vegies

Fresh fish weekly -Thursdays

Fresh chicken weekly

Deli with smallgoods, specialty meats &
cheeses

Hardware and garden supplies

Large range of cards and gift wrap
Stationery, blank tapes and CD’s

Agents for :

Northern Home Brewing ~
all brewing supplies

Roberts Ltd Rural Supplies-
all stock feed & fencing,
bulk garden supplies & cement
Soda Stream Supplies -
replacement cylinders, syrup mixes & acc.
Regal Drycleaners -
Weekly service
The Rug Doctor -
Carpet & upholstery cleaner

P & S RAWNSLEY

Building & Concreting Contractors
Excavator, Backhoe & Truck Hire
9 TONNE EXCAVATOR
OFFSET BOOM
ROADS & DRIVEWAYS =
LASER LEVELLING
SAND SOIL & GRAVEL
HOUSE & DRAINAGE EXCAVATIONS
SERVING EAST COAST & FINGAL VALLEY
Fax: 6372 5613 Mobile: 0419 376 747
Phone:6372 5627
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Commonwealth
Carelink Centres

Your Link to Living Independently
Commonwealth Carelink Centres offer ALL
Australians, including older Australians, people
with disability, their carers and families, General
Practitioners and other health professionals infor-
mation about services in their local community.
In Northern Tasmania this Centre is run jointly
by Family Based Carc North and GP North.

The information provided by Centres can assist
people with their choice to remain living inde-
pendently in their own homes. Each Common-
wealth Carelink Centre has established a data-
base of commmnity, aged care, disability and
other support services in the local area.

When you ring the free call number 1800 052
222 your call will go through directly to your
nearest Carelink Centre. If the information you
require is out of your local area, staff at the Cen-
tre can easily transfer your free call to any
Carelink Centre within Australia. For example if
you were thinking of travelling to far North
Queensland for a vacation or to visit friends or
family and you needed information about trans-
port services or nursing services in the area, staff
will transfer your call directly to the closest
Carelink Centre to your destination.

Information provided by the Centre is free and
confidential. Our hours of operation are Monday
to Friday 9 am to 5 pm.

FREECALL 1800 052 222+
Or by logging onto www.commcarelink.health.gov.au
TTY and modem callers may call through the ACE-
NRS by dialing 1800 555 677 (then asking for 1800
052 222)
*Calls from mobile phones are charged at applicable
rates.

YOGA

Mon Tues Wed
Scamander St Marys St Marys
7-830pm 7-8pm 1-2.30 pm

*Intermediate  ** Beginners  Open Class
Class $8 Class $5 $6

* Intermediate classes are open to those with
some previous experience practicing Hatha
yoga

* * The one hour beginners class will have a
strong emphasis on relaxation

For more information please phone Jack
Foreman on 6372 2034

SUPERMARKET and

HARDWARE
56 Main Street St Marys 7215
Graham & Karen Saunders
Phone 6372 2242

+Groceries

+Cut Price Sam’s Specials

+Low shelf prices

+Fresh fruit & vegetables

+Quality meats supplied by Bicheno Meat
Supply-orders taken now for Christmas or
you can select from our meat display fridge.

+Nichols Fresh Poultry products (delivered
fresh on Thursday)

+Hardware, Paint, Cement.

Christmas Parade

A special thank you to everybody who was
involved with, and helped in making the
Christmas Parade the success that it was.
We look forward to this years parade and
hope your support will continue.

Regards,

Paul & Genevieve Aulich St Marys




St Marys Community
Health Centre

L
Watch out for jellies in our coastal waters|

and on the beach at present. -

If stang:  Apply a cold pack as soon as possible. Vinegar may be used to
I dislodge the stingers.
Monitor for signs of an allergic reaction such as nausea and vomiting, pain,
swelling and redness at the site and also for difficulties in breathing, tightness
in chest or difficulty in swallowing.

IF IN DOUBT: Call the SMCHC on 6372 2111 for further information.

Thank you to all who
attended the Golf Day
held on January 26. The
money raised will be put to

SUN SMART

It's been more jeans and jumpers than shorts and t-shirt weather but
on the off chance that summer actually arrives remember to be sun
smart,

s Try to plan indoor activities for the hours of 11am —3pm

« When outside make use of ahy available shade (trees etc)

Wear a broad brimmed hat and sunglasses

Ablways wear a sunscreen with at least SPF 15+

Wear clothing with long sleeves, and knee length or longer pants

AND REMEMBER: YOU CAN GEY BURNT EVEN ON A CLOUDY
DAY

ﬂ Skin Care Find-a-word
S:B- ? A AR A NG S
CWDT ZRHJI U ORK
PY i QT TP SE S JI
HOTMT . 01 L E F N
T1 PSS MJS WS Xac
NL OEKI EHKI1 Z A
KNBSEJNNI CBN
BHLEQULSGNTUERGOTC
G0 0C VY N! HE AT E
RXTAV VT VL I _A R
AMI HF S| A A SN K
YR OWAEVDNTYLV
S UNSCREENT u z
BEsS MQEGPUTF L M H
TEPI DBWEKW A R B
S HADETFUCRTE G U F
LCUCBNERUYXEAHLU
S FMDHACMNDOON

i

Hidden word list: hat, rays, beach, swimming,
burn, shade, noon, peel, nose, fun, heat, oil,
lotion, cream, sunscreen, face, suntan, fair,
skin, sun, skin cancer, t-shirt, tan, sensitive. ]




Community Project
Assistance 2002-2003

The Break O’Day Council each year allocates
funding and in-kind assistance to worthwhile
community projects and activities in the munici-
pal area. The Council is currently calling for sub-
missions from community organisations for finan-
cial and in-kind assistance for community activi-
ties or projects. Applications will be considered
as part of Council’s 2002-2003 Annual Budget
process.

Application forms can be collected from Council
offices during business hours. Completed forms
can be left at the Council office or mailed to PO
Box 21 St Helens 7216

. Closing dates for all applications is Friday 5th

April 2002. For further information, contact Ma-
rissa Walker on (03) 6376 1281

Council Community and Economic
Development Officer

Break O’Day Council General Manager David
Morcom has announced the appointment of Ms.
Marissa Walker as Council’s Community and
Economic Development Officer. Marissa has
been employed as Council’s Executive Assistant
for the past 18 months and during that time has
been involved with a wide variety of Council’s
activities, including Community Development.

Mr. Morcom said that a major focus of the role

. will be to obtain external funding to assist with

new projects throughout Break O’Day, in particu-
lar those identified in Council’s 5 Year Commu-
nity Plan.

Ms. Walker identified loss of services and unem-
ployment as key areas that need addressing, and is
keen to work with key community groups to look
at ways of tackling these issues. “The Break
O’Day Municipality has so much potential and 1
am really excited about getting to work on some
projects that will provide real benefits to the com-
munity” Marissa said. “I believe that we must be
innovative in our approach to increasing eco-
nomic activity and employment and really focus
on our strengths, the people and the fantastic natu-
ral features of the area.”

David Morcom General Manager

New NRM Coordinator for
Break O’Day

Break O’Day Council recently appointed Peter
Stafford as its NRM Coordinator to develop a
Natural Resource Management Strategy for the
Break O’Day region

Break O’Day Council sees the development of its
natural resource management (NRM) strategy as
an important next step to build on the communi-
ties existing work in the areas of weeds, coastal
management and vegetation management. The
strategy is to be developed over the next 6
months. It is also envisaged that the strategy will
link with related initiatives including Break
O’Day Council strategic planning, strategies from
adjacent Council areas, the new Tasmanian NRM
Strategy, as well as State and Commonwealth
NRM strategies and policies.

Peter comes to the job with over 20 years experi-
ence in natural resources. For the past two years
he has been jointly managing the Furneaux NRM
Strategy Project on Flinders Island with his wife
Anne Duncan. Peter and Anne and their children
Hamish and Fergus have since moved to the East
Coast town of Bicheno following Anne’s recent
appointment as Senior Ranger, managing of Frey-
cinet National Park.

Peter is very excited about the opportunity to
work with the Break O’Day community on NRM
issues. He believes that the excellent work the
regional community and business has already un-
dertaken in natural resource management will
provide an excellent basis for the strategy. This
will be coupled with a regional consultation proc-
ess 1o identify other opportunities to improve the
sustainable use of the regions natural resources.

Peter is working from Break O’Day Council of-
fices on Monday and Tuesdays and may be con-
tracted on 03 6376 1281. Peter will also be con-
tinuing with his work as Manager of the Furneaux
NRM Project until the end of 2002,

* From level going we make the 1000 feet
climb to the top of Mt Elephant through thick |
myrtle and beech and gum forest, the drop is
sheer on the valley side and the views keep
us silent with admiration”

From “Tasmanian Joumey” 1948, Stanley
Erogden. ‘
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Calling all performers,
writers, poets & listeners

4 The New Year is well and truly with us
and Grassy Bottom Regional Arts in St
Marys are heralding a new-look for 2002. The
popular monthly meeting of local musicians is
now ‘Brackets & Jam 2002 Backstage at Todd’s

Hall’.

The session will be held on the first Saturday of
each month beginning with Saturday March 2nd
and will run from 2 to 5 pm. This year we are
planning to have a half hour jam session from 2 to
2.30, followed by more structured brackets from
local and guest performers, so be early to get a
good seat.

Jrhy

vy

‘We are also putting out the call to writers, poets

and new performers of all styles and levels to
come and share their work in a comfortable,
friendly atmosphere ...and of course, active lis-
teners are always welcome !

So, if you have a story to tell, a song to sing, a
poem fo recite or just want to be entertained by
some of the finest talent in Tasmania, mark the
first Saturday of each month on your calendar and
come and join in the fun.

Further information; Jen (Todd’s Hall) 6372 2066
or Debra 6372 2632

ServiCes-wish to advise our many valued & |
loyal customers, now that we don’t retail new appli- |2
ances we are able to expand & concentrate on provid- §
ing even better service to your appliances that need
repairs or spare parts. We also have a range of recon- §
ditioned/used apphiances for sale in our show room at: |

41 Quail Street St Helens (next to RSL).
Ian & Narelle Ransley

{Andy Irvine the Irish folk
‘|legend is coming to St
Marys! ,

strumental in forming Irish
supergroup ‘Planxy’ with
Christy Moore, Donal
Lunny and Liam O’Flynn.

His interest in the rhythms
and textures of Eastern
European music, enrich his
musicianship and musical
and his music

sic and songs of Ireland to Woody Guthrie, from
the music of Eastern Europe to modern composi-
tions. On tour with Irvine is Rens Van Der Zalm,
a Dutch fiddle and guitar player.

Also at Todd’s Hall

Film: ‘He died with a Falafel in his Hand’

Fri. & Sat. 22nd and 23rd February @ 8 pm
Tickets $7. A new Australian comedy for anyone
who has ever lived in a share house or plans to!
Stars Noah Taylor and Sophie Lee.  Rated M

‘SCISSOR LYN’
By D.Clout

She’1l whip you up a hairstyle
Or whip you up a deal

She’s into women’s fancies
And houses that are real

She’s sweet and kind and friendly
But ‘Dinkum’ to the core

She’s loved by the community
They’re always at her door.

‘Scissor Lyn’ is just like kin
She treats us all the same
She knows our loves, she knows our hates -
She even knows our names.

So come and see for yourself
When you buy your real estate -
You’ll get yourself a real good deal,
And you’ll also get a mate.




___Meals on Wheels Roster =

Catholic Parish « St Marys
Priest: Father Bill Egan

Fingal

Every Friday Mass 10am

1st and 3rd Sunday Mass 10.30am
St Marys

Every Sunday Mass 9am
Bicheno

Every Sunday Mass 4pm

St Helens

Every Saturday

Vigil Mass 6pm

Mangana

5th Sunday Mass 11am

Anglican Parish orme Northern Midlands
Services each Sunday
Ross 8am
Campbell Town  9.30am
Avoca 11.30am
Fingal 2.00pm
Mathinna Monday 10am
Daily Office Reading
Avoca Tuesdays 10am
Fingal Tuesdays 12 noon
Ross Wednesdays  10am

Anglican Parish .. St Helens 6376 1144
St Helens

8am and 10.30am

Every Sunday

St Marys 10am
No service 5th Sunday
Monday JAM 3.15pm to 4.30pm Children 5-12 vyrs

Pyengana 1lam
2nd and 4th Sunday

Break O’Day Uniting Church
Fingal 9.00am
St Helens 11am and 7pm

Seventh Day Adventist
Hodgeman Street Scamander
Sabbath School 10am

Divine Service 1lam

New Beginnings Church

Every Sunday at 10.30 with children’s time, tea and
coffee afterwards.

Last Sunday of month we will share lunch together.
108 High St Mathinna Ph 6377 1234

New Beginnings Church is a branch of The Vine
Church A.Q.G Launceston

Feb. St Marys Fingal 1
Mon 18th Tina Floyed Shirley Parker

Tues 19th  Sally Spilsbury Christine Woods
Wed. 20th  Wendy Aulich Barbara Saunders

Thu2Ist Claire Bean S. Smith / S. Walker
Fri 22nd M & P Berwick Robyn Miller

I(/ién 25th P.O’Donnell  Vic Jones

Tue 26th  Annetie Davey Shirleen Woods
Wed. 27th  A. Greenwood Debbie Speers
Thu 28th Kaye Nailer Maureen Hall
Fri 1st Anne Birrell Bob Yates

sue, ST MARYS ONLINE
% ACCESS CENTRE

OPENING HOURS:

Mon/Tues: 10 amto 4 pm
Wednesday: 2 pm to 4 pm
Thurs/FrifSat: 10 am to 4 pm

We are situated behind the Town Hall in the
School NEET Centre. The Centre will be open on
some evenings for your convenience.

For more information please contact St Marys
Online Access Centre on 6372 2005 or call in
and see one of the volunteers.




Peta

Many readers will know Peta Thomas who lives
in St Marys and was best known as the local
Postie until she took off for iwelve months in the
States as an ‘au pair' (Nanny). When Peta re-
turned, it seemed a good chance to get an infer-
esting story for our paper, so here is her journal
which will continue over the coming weeks.

St Marys to New York !

The reason why I went overseas to be an Au pair,
was all because of my pen pal from France. She
had spent most of the year 2000 in the United
States living with a family in Virgimia . She told
me all the pros and cons about what was involved
in being an Au pair, plus I had always wanted to
go to the US, since I was 11 years old.

' When my mail contract finished at the end of Sep-

tember 2000, and I found an advert in the newspa-
per for Au Pair in the United States, [ made a
phone call and had an information pack sent to
me. After I weighed over the forms for a couple
of weeks I finally completed them and went for an
interview with a representative in Hobart, and
about two weeks later I was accepted. After that I
spent many weeks being matched with a suitable
family before leaving Tasmania.

At Melbourne Airport I boarded my flight to Los
Angeles, a thirteen and half hour grueling flight.
When the flight finally arrived in Los Angeles
(LAX), I cannot express what a relief it was to see
the breakers along the coast line and the palm tree
lined streets of suburban Los Angeles that early
- Sunday morning.

Los Angeles is a massive airport, I had to find the
appropriate gate for my next flight and luckily the
flight was delayed or I may have missed it. It was
now up to ‘Starbucks’ Coffee Shop to help me un-
wind. An hour or so of waiting in the terminal and

it was time to leave — I could not wait to get out
of that airport !

The five and half hour flight from Los Angeles to
New York City was great !. I could barely keep
my eyes open but there was no way I was going to
miss out on all the amazing scenery below. I saw
the State of Arizona, and will never forget the
mountain ranges in New Mexico covered in snow,
words cannot describe what it is like to see a de-
sert state and to have it’s mountain tops covered
in a dense blanket of snow, then to see parts of the
“Tornado states’ of Texas, Oklahoma and Arkan-
sas. These states are so flat, and I mean flat, there
are no hills or mountains to speak of, it was flat
farmland, each paddock was a different colour
from the next, even different shapes, square, cir-
cular or rectangular. That flatness makes you real-
ise how easy it is for tornadoes to rip through the
communities that lie in those states.

Flying over New York City in the middle of win-
ter, it looked so cold and bleak. Skyscraper afier
skyscraper stood, even the World Trade Centres-
Twin Towers. Central Park was a blanket of snow
amongst the buildings. My arrival at JFK Interna-
tional Airport was much better than the LAX. 1t
seemed less chaotic and was much easier to move
around. After grabbing my luggage I waited for
our drivers from the Au pair school to arrive.

We were taken to a van in the parking lot, where
we waited for the next group of Aussie Au pairs
to arrive, deciding to lock all the doors in case we
were mugged or attacked, it was the smart thing
to do mixed with a little bit of paranoia. When the
other girls arrived we were driven to Long Island
University where the Au pair school was held.
Being driven through the bustling streets of New
York on that evening was great. I could not be-
lieve that I was in New York !

Peta

Dick Adams

Federal Member for Lyons

Ringme on 1800 811134,
Write to PO Box 50,
Perth Tas 7300 -

Fax me on 6398 1120

or email me at D.Adams.

MP(@aph.gov.au

Surfboards &:Bodyboards S
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St Marys Tennis Club

Night Roster
Our sixth Night Roster competition began the week

of Monday 28th January with 48 ladies and men
participating. The Night Roster fees are now due.
The cost is $15 for existing members and $51 for
new club members. Fees can be paid to Susan
Miles, Maureen Bushing or Drew Adam.

Junior Club Championships

The Junior Championships will be held on Satur-
day 16th March for those students up to and includ-
ing grade 10. Students interested in participating in
this event are asked to leave their name with Mrs
Bushing at the school office.

Coaching
" Our Coach, Michelle Rowell, from Tennis Tasma-

nia will again be visiting the club on Saturday 16th
February. Spaces are already filling quickly. For
cost and booking enquiries please contact Michelle
Loane on 6374 2343, (see notice )

Break O’Day Mixed Challenge

On Saturday and Sunday 9th and 10th March the St
Marys Tennis Club will be hosting the Annual
Break O’Day Mixed Challenge (A, B and C Grade)
which will involve local and statewide tennis play-
ers.

On the Saturday there will also be games at St
Marys DHS, Falmouth, Scamander and St Helens.
On the Saturday night Todd’s Hall is the venue for
the 100 plus entrants to have their dinner function.
Our club is lucky to have all the A, B and C Grade
Finals on the Sunday.

We feel this is a fantastic opportunity for the club
and the local community. We are hoping lots of
East Coast and Valley tennis supporters will come
to see some great tennis over the two days.

More details will be provided closer to the dates.

Students Super Clinic with Tennis Tasmania
The Super Clinic which was postponed before
Christmas due to the illness of the coach, is going
to be held mid-March (date to be advised). This
will be advertised through the school newsletter
and the Valley Voice as soon as the club is noti-
fied of the date and time.

Christmas Raffle

Although Christmas seems like ages ago now, the
winner of our decorated Christmas Cake, wine
and chocolates was Barbara Davern from Sca-
mander. Many thanks to all who supported the
club by purchasing tickets.
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Tennis Coaching

St Marys Tennis Club
Saturday 16th February 2002

$32 per hour (Individual)
$16 per hour per person (two people)
$11 per hour per person (three people)
$8 per hour per person (four people)

Get a group of friends together

for some expert coaching from
Michelle Rowell Tennis Tas Coach.

Bookings essential
Phone Michelle Loang 6374 2343
to book a time.
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!.3& St Marys Olympic Soccer Club
e, ter for February and March. Anyone over
14 years can organise a team to take part.

If you are unable to make up a whole team, you
can be allocated to one. New and experienced
players are welcome. Tuesdays Juniors 6 pm,

Seniors 7 pm. Jack Foreman 6372 2034

We are organising a five-a-side soccer ros-

Trenching to 900 deep.

Machine only 1050mm wide and 1.2m high

200, 300 or 450mm augers to a depth of 2,2m.

4 in 1 bucket handy for landscaping, levelling etc.
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Can bore holes for house piers, post or verandah poles etc.
Little damage to Iawns -ideal for around house & garden work .

CD & TM Wright 1 Gardiners Ck Rd St Marys 7215

DINGO MINI DIGGER

Ph: 6372 2258 or 0417 344 209
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